
 

 

Air Quality Summit 

28th January 2022 10am – 12:30pm 
 

The Suffolk Air Quality Summit was held via Teams on the 28th January 2022 with participants 

from across the county. A morning session which covered an introduction to Air Quality, the effects 

of Air Pollution on Health and the current Air Quality situation across Suffolk was followed by three 

presentations given by representatives from organisations who are currently working on projects to 

reduce air pollution both locally and nationally.  

Following each session questions that had been raised were discussed. A summary of the 

questions asked will be included below with information that has been given by participants and 

speakers both during the event and following it.  

Each individual presentation is now available online to view. A link to each presentation can be 

found following the speaker bio below. Where possible we have re-recorded the presentations with 

the speakers presenting in order for the information to be accessible to those who were not in 

attendance at the event.  

The event was opened by Cllr Matthew Hicks who provided the opening statement  

 

 

 

Good morning and welcome to this morning’s session on Air Quality across Suffolk.  As chair of HWB I 

would like to thank you all very much for taking the time to join us, it’s great to see that so many 

people have dialled in.   

The driver for organising this event was an item on air quality at a previous Health and Wellbeing 

board where the air quality profile contained in the materials for this event was discussed.  

One of the outcomes from this discussion was a recognition that responsibilities around monitoring, 

managing, mitigating air pollution sit across a number of organisations within the system as well as our 

individual responsibilities and that a greater shared understanding was needed going forward.   

We do not all have to be experts in the field of air quality but as leaders and residents of Suffolk it is 

important for us all to have a basic understanding of what air pollution is, what drives the difference we 

see across the county and through time, what we can do to improve the quality of air and how we can 

support residents to make changes and decisions to reduce their exposure and improve their health 

and wellbeing.  

To facilitate this morning session we welcome a number of expert speakers from our own local 

authorities and health system, as well as national experts to share their knowledge and experience on 

Air quality and what we can do facilitate change and improve not only our knowledge, but also the 

knowledge of our neighbours, staff, friends and family. 



 

 

Session 1: An introduction to Air Quality, how it affects our health and the 

situation across Suffolk   
The aim of the first session was to provide an introduction to Air Quality. While the population understands 

that breathing polluted air is bad, the majority of the population are not aware of the contributing factors to 

air pollution, how it is measured and what steps can be taken to improve air quality across the sectors. By 

the end of this first session we hope attendees have a better understanding of air pollution in general and 

the situations across Suffolk.  

 

Each presentation can be accessed via the link above. Following the presentations a discussion was held 

with a number of questions that were raised in the chat function on teams. As it was not possible to answer 

all the questions during the session a number of the questions asked have been recorded and answered 

below.  

Question and Answer Sessions 

Introduction to Air Quality 
1. Do the type of particles makes a difference as to how dangerous they are to ourselves and 

the environment I wouldn’t think wood-smoke was anywhere near as dangerous as eg 

particles of synthetic rubber thrown up by vehicle tyres  

1. The most important factor is the size of the particles. COMEAP: reports and statements - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

2. Where are the Automatic air quality monitors in Ipswich 

1. IPS3 – Chevallier Street / IPS04 – St Matthews Street asr_2021_with_da.pdf 

(ipswich.gov.uk) 

3.  Where are AQ monitors in other boroughs?  

1. All monitoring locations are detailed in the Annual Status Report for each Borough/District –  

1. West Suffolk: https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/protecting-our-

environment/upload/AirQualityAnnualStatusReport2020.pdf  

2. East Suffolk: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Environment/Environmental-

Protection/Air-Quality/East-Suffolk-Council-ASR-2020.pdf  

3. Babergh Mid Suffolk: https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Environment/ASR-2020.pdf 

4. Ipswich: asr_2021_with_da.pdf (ipswich.gov.uk)  

Session 1: An introduction to Air Quality, how it affects our health and the situation across 
Suffolk   

Introduction to Air Quality  Andrew Coleman, Ipswich Borough Council   
andrew.coleman@ipswich.gov.uk   

Air pollution and health  Adrienne Dunne, UKHSA   
adrienne.dunne@phe.gov.uk   

Air Quality Across Suffolk  Matthew Axton, West Suffolk Council   
matthew.axton@westsuffolk.gov.uk   

Discussion  Stuart Keeble to Chair Discussion  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/comeap-reports#reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/comeap-reports#reports
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipswich.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fwww.ipswich.gov.uk%2Ffiles%2Fasr_2021_with_da.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rwvnmd4XXmmnvovW3kd6domwefcL4a0l4wXfEQTk4W4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipswich.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fwww.ipswich.gov.uk%2Ffiles%2Fasr_2021_with_da.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rwvnmd4XXmmnvovW3kd6domwefcL4a0l4wXfEQTk4W4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/protecting-our-environment/upload/AirQualityAnnualStatusReport2020.pdf
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/protecting-our-environment/upload/AirQualityAnnualStatusReport2020.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Environment/Environmental-Protection/Air-Quality/East-Suffolk-Council-ASR-2020.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Environment/Environmental-Protection/Air-Quality/East-Suffolk-Council-ASR-2020.pdf
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/Environment/ASR-2020.pdf
https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/sites/www.ipswich.gov.uk/files/asr_2021_with_da.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Andrew_Coleman_-_Air_Pollution_Presentation_voiceover_version.pdf
mailto:andrew.coleman@ipswich.gov.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEn8ZgBjay0
mailto:adrienne.dunne@phe.gov.uk
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Air_quality_in_Suffolk.pdf
mailto:matthew.axton@westsuffolk.gov.uk


 

 

4. Information on household, handheld monitors for members of public to use 

1.  Household monitors and individual monitors are available but are costly and require expert 

calibration to provide accurate and consistently reliable results. There are many factors that 

influence nitrogen dioxide both daily and yearly which means a snapshot of results from a 

handheld monitor shouldn’t be considered relevant to a yearly objective and results may 

fluctuate on a day to day basis purely due to weather conditions. The PM results should be 

considered indicative only, although a unit may be good at identifying fluctuations, it’s 

unlikely to be accurate and could be +/- 100% to the readings of a calibrated unit. 

2. AirBeam is a low-cost, palm-sized air quality instrument. (habitatmap.org) has been used by 

organisations to conduct local monitoring 

5. Monitoring Air qualities. Do you have the facility to respond to Industrial, Business Fire and 

Toxic clouds etc? 

1. Abatement notice on the person responsible can be given if they are reported and found to 

be an issue. You need to contact your local council to do that. 

2. Industrial air pollution is controlled through work permits ensuring it complies with 

Environmental Permitting Regulations 

6. What large policy levers do we have as local authorities, in a predominantly rural county, to 

address nitrogen dioxide issues related to road transport (all of Suffolk's AQMAs), when no 

local authority currently wants to discourage cars from our urban centres and when public 

transport will always struggle for viability when access to those centres by car is both easy 

and cheap? 

1. Encouraging a quicker roll out of EVs is important in rural areas where many residents are 

dependent on personal cars 

2. SK spoke about all levers not just large levers to tackle air pollution. Air Quailty needs to be 

looked at in many layers – the UKHSA diagram that depicts Prevent Mitigate Avoid in 

relation to Air Quality will be key to not just reducing air pollution but also protecting 

residents from harm 

7. Given the health cost associated with poor air quality, what/how funding is being made 

available for tackling air quality issues? 

1. Grants are made available from DEFRA on an annual basis to apply for funding to address 

AQ issues. As AQ is a district matter they apply for grants individually. They have had 

success in the past on application of these which have resulted in a number of projects. The 

process can be complicated but funding is available and will continue to be available. 

2. SCC is currently rewriting Local Transport Plan (LTP) to put more emphasis on 

decarbonisation of transport, including increasing active travel and improving air quality. 

SCC has received funding for walking and cycling in Suffolk and will continue to make bids, 

when funding is made available from the DfT, to assist in this. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/advice-on-travel/active-travel-

improvements-for-cycling-and-walking/  

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatmap.org%2Fairbeam&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=RVUfuQcKfiJYi%2FizKwouEBVFYDzOisHj2CUzzfGoJpE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/advice-on-travel/active-travel-improvements-for-cycling-and-walking/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/advice-on-travel/active-travel-improvements-for-cycling-and-walking/


 

 

Air pollution and health 
1. Would you please comment on APIS, the Air Pollution Information Service which monitors 

pollutants' effects on species and habitats Air Pollution Information System | Air Pollution 

Information System (apis.ac.uk) 

a. UKHSA can not comment on this.  

 

2. Is there a measure with a threshold where certain intervention actions are triggered? 

a. Air quality forecasts and monitored pollution levels are typically reported using a banding 

system, known as the Daily Air Quality Index (DAQI). This categorises the level of air 

pollution into one of 10 index bands and provides recommended actions and health 

advice. The index is numbered 1-10 and divided into four bands, low (1) to very high (10), to 

provide detail about air pollution levels in a simple way, similar to the sun index or pollen 

index. The use of the DAQI enables individuals to undertake avoidance measures when 

pollution concentrations are or predicted to be elevated. (Please see Defra webpage for 

more information https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/daqi and national pollution forecasts 

can be found here https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/forecasting/).  

b. UKHSA advise that reducing public exposures to non-threshold pollutants (such as 

particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide) below air quality standards has potential public 

health benefits. We support approaches which minimise or mitigate public exposure to non-

threshold air pollutants and address inequalities (in exposure) and encourage their 

consideration during site design, operational management, and regulation. 

Pollutant Air Quality Objective 

Concentration Measured as 

Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) 

200 μg/m3 not to be exceeded more 
than 18 times a year 

1-hour mean 

40 μg/m3 Annual mean 

Particulate Matter 
(PM10) 

50 μg/m3 , not to be exceeded more 
than 35 times a year 

24-hour mean   

40 μg/m3 Annual mean   

Particulate Matter 
(PM2.5) 

25μg/m3 Annual Mean 

 

3. Isn't it the case that particles SMALLER than 2.5 are the biggest health risk? 

a. The PM2.5 fraction covers particles of 2.5 µm and less and therefore smaller particles are 

measured and considered within health studies. Currently, the strongest evidence for 

particles causing health impacts is for the PM2.5 size faction, even when compared to 

smaller particles. Advice on health evidence relevant to setting PM2.5 targets) 

 

4. Food waste and combustion – how does this contribute to AQ issues 

a. UK Health Security Agency (formerly Public Health England) has reviewed research 

undertaken to examine the suggested links between emissions from municipal waste 

incinerators and effects on health (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/municipal-

waste-incinerators-emissions-impact-on-health). UKHSA’s risk assessment is that modern, 

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/daqi
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/forecasting/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002468/COMEAP_Env_Bill_PM2.5_targets_health_evidence_questions_responses.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/municipal-waste-incinerators-emissions-impact-on-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/municipal-waste-incinerators-emissions-impact-on-health


 

 

well run and regulated municipal waste incinerators are not a significant risk to public health. 

While it is not possible to rule out adverse health effects from these incinerators completely, 

any potential effect for people living close by is likely to be very small. This view is based on 

detailed assessments of the effects of air pollutants on health and on the fact that these 

incinerators make only a very small contribution to local concentrations of air pollutants. 

 

5. Is the diabetes blamed directly on the actual pollutants or is it perhaps due to the fact that 

the pollution causes respiratory or heart damage which stops the person being fit and 

active? This would lead to being overweight which may increase risk of diabetes. 

a. There is evidence that exposure to air pollution can be associated with impaired glucose 

metabolism, insulin resistance and increase a persons risk to developing T2DM or 

aggravating it further. This combined with poor conditions to allow people to exercise safely 

can exacerbate the issue. 

 

Air Quality across Suffolk 
1. Very interesting that nobody is measuring air quality in Felixstowe, where we have the 

double whammy of thousands of HGV movements every day, combined with shipping 

emissions around the port 

a. How much pollution and of what types is caused by the ports of Felixstowe and 

Harwich?  

i. Air quality has been monitored at Felixstowe port for a number of years and there 

was an AQMA declared in the area. Through planning and subsequent work carried 

out this was revoked in 2016. 

ii. Ferry Lane Felixstowe AQMA - Revoked » East Suffolk Council 

iii. Air quality monitoring data » East Suffolk Council 

iv. Diffusion-tube-summary-last-5-years-2016-20.pdf (eastsuffolk.gov.uk) 

 

2. Do we have evidence to show how pollution levels were reduced by the closure of the 

massive steel works at Beverwijk across the North Sea in the Netherlands? 

a. Can not answer at this time.  

 

3. Does SCC have the power to ban HGV's from town centres ? Especially those that are not 

conducting any business in the town, simply passing through as a short cut. 

a. SCC does have the powers to consult on access and movement restrictions, which (subject 

to the results of the statutory consultation and any objections received) can be used to 

restrict vehicles of all types from certain roads. HGV restrictions need to be seen in a wide 

context to avoid causing knock on impacts elsewhere. Currently SCC is conducting a 

countywide HGV review. This will result in changes to the Suffolk Lorry Routes Map. SCC 

has written to all parishes and town councils in Suffolk and received a large number of 

responses. SCC is currently reviewing these responses and collating details of existing 

traffic restrictions and will carry out further consultation, in due course. 

 

4. How are we going reduce Nitrogen dioxide and Particulates along the main A14/A12 lorry 

routes ?  

a. National Highways have information about how they are looking to improve air quality on 

their network: https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/environment/air-quality-and-noise/air-

quality/ 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2Fenvironment%2Fenvironmental-protection%2Fair-quality%2Fair-quality-management-areas%2Fferry-lane-felixstowe-aqma-revoked%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zT65KuHkOvEPFTBvFXY%2B5F1egEfR%2FXmcxanSbK6BDpg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2Fenvironment%2Fenvironmental-protection%2Fair-quality%2Fair-quality-monitoring-data%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lc04qI9gWgqOIdL1IrLjPVPKwFF6yD%2FXvBZAazk62Zc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eastsuffolk.gov.uk%2Fassets%2FEnvironment%2FEnvironmental-Protection%2FAir-Quality%2FDiffusion-tube-summary-last-5-years-2016-20.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmatthew.axton%40westsuffolk.gov.uk%7C08d82d605019414a5b4108d9e4daf644%7C44abcddb9c114bdfa5b399418b946f11%7C0%7C1%7C637792451362783929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jzB8sKYeGyB9ty0fIiPqyPP6BFM797U6jWcXPHD3Tfk%3D&reserved=0
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/environment/air-quality-and-noise/air-quality/
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-work/environment/air-quality-and-noise/air-quality/


 

 

5. Understand the AQA in Stratford St Mary, especially with the possibility of greater traffic 

from Sizewell C, note you show the number of population which is a small village. Can we 

measure further up county with larger population outside a school on a lorry route where 

parking is impeding flow of traffic, so stopping and acceleration of all traffic. Can a monitor 

be requested to be used? 

a. A number of areas are already monitored and if any readings above the recommended 

threshholds an AQMA will be declared and work carried out to reduce. Officers are always 

happy to consider new areas for nitrogen dioxide monitoring. 

 

6. What have Ipswich done in relation to stopping vehicles idling whilst parked? 

a. There have been anti-idling campaigns outside schools and at community centres which 

have been very successful. All drivers who were found to be idling switched their engines off 

when asked. The events have been run as part of the Suffolk Idling Action campaign: 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-

advice/air-quality-management/#tab2   

 

Session 2: Initiatives in Suffolk to Prevent, Mitigate and Avoid poor Air 

Quality.   
The aim of the second session was to present a number of initiatives that are already taking place and the 

collaborative working that can be done to tackle the air quality problem. It highlighted that there are 

solutions to some of the issues but further work is required to build on what is already available and ensure 

resources are made available across the county.   

 

 

Home Woodburning 
Understanding the impact of domestic wood burning (hetas.co.uk) 

1. Can you please expand on DRAX 'biomass' power plants? How is this treated in terms of 

pollution?  

a. Burning biomass at places like power stations is a highly controlled process that involves 

technical burning procedures each with their own legal requirements for monitoring and 

reporting. https://www.drax.com/sustainability/environmental-impact/ 

 

2. Is there a "gizmo" I can put in my chimney to how much of an issue I am causing? (1 x open 

fire & 2 x woodburners) – 

a. None that can be recommended. The measurement of pollutants is a scientific process 

involving a range of controls and scientific instruments. Lower cost sensors or samplers are 

Session 2: Initiatives in Suffolk to Prevent, Mitigate and Avoid poor Air Quality.   

Prevent, Mitigate & Avoid   Stuart Keeble,   
Director SCC Public Health   

Home wood burning  Bruce Allan, Woodsure   
Bruce.Allen@hetas.co.uk   

Education & Anti-idling  Lucy Harbour, Coolworld 
lucy@coolworldconsulting.co.uk   

Air quality, carbon, health – holistic thinking 
delivering holistic benefits  

Andrew Urquhart, NHS 
andrew.urquhart@suffolk.nhs.uk  

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/air-quality-management/#tab2
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/planning-and-development-advice/air-quality-management/#tab2
https://www.hetas.co.uk/understanding-the-impact-of-domestic-wood-burning/
https://www.drax.com/sustainability/environmental-impact/
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Ready_to_Burn__Woodsure_PresentationSuffolk_Jan_22_BA.pdf
mailto:Bruce.Allen@hetas.co.uk
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Suffolk_Schools_Anti-idling_presentation.pdf
mailto:lucy@coolworldconsulting.co.uk
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Suffolk_Air_Quality_Summit_-_SNEE_ICS_NHS_interventions.pdf
https://www.healthysuffolk.org.uk/uploads/Suffolk_Air_Quality_Summit_-_SNEE_ICS_NHS_interventions.pdf
mailto:andrew.urquhart@suffolk.nhs.uk


 

 

not so accurate. Defra has commissioned work on the emissions factors from various solid 

fuels and we await the results over the next 18 months to 2 years.  

 

3. Along the coast many people burn driftwood recovered from the beaches and then dried. 

Does the salt contact cause further pollution?  

a. Can not comment on this at this time. 

 

4. How do I measure the moisture content of my (not purchased) wood?  

a. Look for the Ready to Burn logo and you will be buying wood of 20% moisture content or 

less 

b. Moisture meters are great for getting an indication of moisture content – linked Technical 

Bulletin  

 

Education & Anti-idling  
1. Does wearing PPE face masks help mitigate against idling 

a. Face masks (such as the ones that cyclists sometimes wear for cycling in traffic) are not 

believed to be very effective at keeping out air pollution.  

2. Do the schools have to apply for this material or is it automatically sent to all 

schools? 

a. This is where you can download the toolkits that Lucy showed on the presentation. 

They are all free resources. The programme was funded by the Clean Air 

Fund. https://www.cleanerairsooner.org/ 

3. Were these projects done with senior school/college students as well as primary 

schools 

a. They were done with primary schools, however it could work well with secondary school 

pupils too. 

4. Do we know which schools are most affected by air quality issues so we could target 

interventions? 

a. Local authority are aware of areas that are most affected by poor Air Quality and 

could then determine what schools are local to this to raise awareness.  

5. Have you worked with the junior road safety program? Can your programs work with 

them if they haven’t? 

a. The workshops were run with the junior road safety representatives at the schools. 

6. What plants  

a. BBC Radio 4 - Radio 4 in Four - Wellbeing and air purifying: the truth about houseplants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cleanerairsooner.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2RcTzV9CN9Wz8KXGJKMWg7w/wellbeing-and-air-purifying-the-truth-about-houseplants


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary  
The sessions were closed by Cllr Hicks and Stuart Keeble after thought provoking discussions and a desire 

to take the Air Quality agenda forward. A number of comments and feedback received, raised the question 

of what next.  

It was clear that the quality of air differs across Suffolk with some urban areas experiencing continued 

exceedances of  air quality standards (Ipswich being a focal point).  

The air pollution hierarchy was acknowledged as a useful frame for considering action (focusing on 

Prevent, Mitigate and Avoid) with a recognition that actions will be needed at different levels.  

  

Access to information for residents on Air Quality – where it’s an issue, the harm its causing, and actions 

they can take is difficult to access..  

Collaborative working with colleagues from district and boroughs, the health sector, education, transport 

and major employers will be key to improving the situation across Suffolk. 

Key actions and requests 
1. To develop a central hub for Air Quality information and resources  

2. Promote knowledge of air quality issues across Suffolk with information on how to access resources 

to prevent, mitigate and avoid for all those that live, work or travel in Suffolk  

3. Collaborative working with colleagues to tackle primary areas of concern through immediate action 

and longer-term solutions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback 
A questionnaire was sent out to participants for comments and feedback on the Air Quality Summit. A 

snapshot of some comments and feedback received to date is shown below with a full summary of 

responses to be compiled and made available at a later date. The questionnaire is still open and can be 

accessed here.  

https://forms.office.com/r/me5sFN46dN  

 

 

 

9. What will you do with the information you learnt at the event e.g. personal level or in your 

organisation 

a. Sharing of information with teams and contacts 

b. How to become more involved with solutions – talking with councillors, active travel, develop 

claan air zones 

 

10. What next steps would you like to see following the event? 

a. Summary of key lessons, recommendations and agreed actions that is monitored and 

reviewed regularly 

b. Communication and education about the issues and impact to residents, businesses, 

education sector and Cllrs 

c. Promotion of clean air zones in major towns 

https://forms.office.com/r/me5sFN46dN


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to supporting documentation  
 

Agenda Item Supporting information  

Context setting Suffolk_Air_Quality_Profile.pdf (healthysuffolk.org.uk) 
 
Ipswich Borough Council: 
https://www.ipswich.gov.uk/airqualitymanagement  
Babergh and Mid Suffolk Council: 
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/  
East Suffolk Council: 
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environment/environmental-
protection/air-quality/  
West Suffolk Council: 
https://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/environmental-
services/airquality.cfm  

Introduction to Air Quality 
Andrew Coleman, Ipswich Borough Council  
andrew.coleman@ipswich.gov.uk 

DEFRA/UK Air: https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/  
Air Quality England: https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/  
Sustrans: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/  
Zap Map: https://www.zap-map.com/  
Green Suffolk: https://www.greensuffolk.org/  
Suffolk On Board: https://www.suffolkonboard.com/  
Global Action Plan: https://www.cleanairday.org.uk/  

Air pollution and health, 
Adrienne Dunne, UKHSA  
adrienne.dunne@phe.gov.uk 

Health matters: air pollution - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 

Air Quality Across Suffolk 
Matthew Axton, West Suffolk Council  
matthew.axton@westsuffolk.gov.uk 

  

Home wood burning  
Bruce Allan, Woodsure  
Bruce.Allen@hetas.co.uk 

Woodsure | the UK's only woodfuel certification scheme | 

Education & Anti-idling  
Lucy Harbour, Coolworld 
lucy@coolworldconsulting.co.uk 

About | CWC Environmental Cool World Consulting (cwc-
environmental.com) 

Air quality, carbon, health – holistic 
thinking delivering holistic benefits  
Andrew Urquhart, NHS 
andrew.urquhart@suffolk.nhs.uk 

Greener NHS » Health and climate change 
(england.nhs.uk) 
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